JUNE 13TH,1911.

HOl .LAWRENCE GRESSER,
PRESIDENT.
8 IR:

Your communication of June 9th, enclosing a letter
from M. Harry P.Nichols, Chief Ungineer of the Bureau of
Franchises, and a copy of the Lakeville Holding and Develop-
ment Company to the Board of HNstimate and Apportionment of
the CITY OF NBY YORK, requesting permission to construct
Bridge Crossings over the ALLEY ROAD, LITTLE ¥iCK ROAP -nd
CLINTON AVENUR, in the BOROUGH OF QUERNS; also Map showing

proposed Motor Parkway Crossing at LITTLE LECK RCGAD, CLINTON

AVENUE and ALL®Y ROAD, in the BUROUGH OF QUUENS,and Plan and
Blevations of the Bridges crossing these Roads -~ with a re-
quest that I submit a Report relative thereto - - received.
This, to my mind, is a matter which should be given
serious consideration, before a policy of procedure ghould
be taken. There are several matters to be taken into con-
sideration, which will have a large bearing upon the questian
of giving permission to this or any other Company for the con-
strugtion of such a Roadway as they propose,.

First: At this date, is it going to be good policy Tor
the great CITY OF NEW YORK to give to a private
corporation a franchise for the building of this
Motor Parkway, upon which Toll Gates will be erect-
ed, and toll collected from those persons wlo denire
to use the said Road¥?

Second: We must consider that it has been a hard, strenuous
strugzgle on the part of different municipalities or
political divisions of the State to wrest from these

private corporations the control of the Roads,after
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once having given them to the corporations, without any
recompense . In some cases, control over Roads has only
been secured to the municipalities by the payment of large

sums of money.

Third: i1s there any reasomable excuse for a Motor-Vehicle
Parkway to be constructed within the confines of the
City of lew York, where we have S0 many paved streets,

leading in all directions through the BOROQUGH?

As I understand it, this Motor Road is to be con-
structed, with the primary object of allowing motor-ve-
hicles of all descriptions to be op erated at any speed
desired by ghe operator; in other words, it is for the
purpose of a straight-a-way pace course, and the roadway
is to follow the present topography of the country,with
the exception of where it intersects the pregent streets
and roads, and at which points the Company desires to con-

struct Bridges.

_ At the present time, the section of the country between
‘the Rocky Hill Road and the Borough Line is sparsely settled,
with very few intersecting roads.‘ This Bureau at the
present time is diligently at work making Surveys and laps
for a Bystem of Streets and Roads in the whole of this
BOROUGH . The TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY itself has been GOmﬁleted,
and 1 am now making studies for a Street System, and antici-
pate that within the next two years a System of Streets will
be ready for adoption by the Board of Batimate and Apportion-
ment for the Section of the BOROUGH through which this pro-

posed road is to be constructed.
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Vhen the TUPOGRAPHIC MAP of the BCROUCH is completed,
there is no doubt but what there will be many streets pro-
jeected across this Motor Parkway, and which would necessi-
tate either the abandonment of the Parkway or the streets
across, or the elevation of the vhole Parkway avove the »
plane of the streets, and the construction of many bridges
over the intersecting streets; and while at this time all
assurances may be given for the abandonment of the Parkway
when these streets are necessary, experience has taught ds
that it is a very hard matter to eject a corperation after
it has once taken possession of properties for a particular

purpose,

The Plans as presented show the construction of a Bridge
passing over the different roade for the full width of the
road, with a clearance of 14'; and the claim will be made
that the Company is not depriving the Public of any part of
the present roads. This is true, so far as the width of
the road is concerned; but it is fair to presume that in the -
ultimate trentment of the Street System of this Section, that
thé width of these Roads will be materially increased, and
then it will be necessary to lengthen the Bridges. It has
been my aim in the treatment of the Railroad Bridges across
the streets in the BOROUGH to have at least 16' clearance,
and this has been possidble in nearly every'case of the L.I.
R.R. Bridges and the New York Connecting 7 .R, Bridges,with
the exception of probably five, which were taken care of
in the franchise given by the Board of Bstimate and Apportion-

ment.



There can be but litile doubt but what there will
be considerable danger at these intersecting roads, vhere
fast-moving motor-vshicles ascend or descend a steep grade
which, of course, would be contiguous to each one of these
Bridges.

I return herewith all papers transmitted to me.

Reapectfully, g/

RRC/MAC

Enclosures:




