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Long Island’s Century

Ey Frawmcis P, Priar

WiORD ar two on the BinglSand Hundred AMile Endurance

A (71 Run, a bit of streakish deseription, an ingot of two of

thought, perhaps, a loosely tied sheaf of fact and fancy, an
altermath of deduction and conclusion. T.llx:lniﬂg hack now, wlen
the mental and physical dust of that day had been entirely washed
away, 1l s guite clear that the ESEEISETRD Hundred crowns with
lzurel printarily the promoting club, and, in another sense, the men
who received the stipulated rewards, these latter deserving more
commencdation for boldimg in check e speed-impulse than per-
haps for any other one thing,

Far, in this day of motor car development, early though it vet
be, the April 26th Century makes it certain that mo very great
merit attaches 1o ANy mitor ear Lapm Lle of a ||-i-.||-|-.,-':_-. B ied
mile ran over goodish roads largely devoid of hillz and entirely
iree Irom specific ascent or descent calling far that final strain «
that last hogh burst of speed which search out impericction and

hring the {utile car to final griel.  The Run proved bey
venture 1hat a no-speed one bumdreed mile  antomohs

443
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thromgh fairly level country is, in these days, no toor de force,
hut rather a mere parade, an onting, an advertisement of the popu-
larity and pervasiveness of motor-carisim, and any seli-driven ve-
hicle which (barring of course spocions accident) cannol be taken
through such a run with higheat satisfaction, iz fit largely lor the
SCTAT |i|.-:||:-_ is not for the salesro wm, amd] the 1-_IT-\rir'|_<_: |_|II such a
car to the |-|I|:-|i-.' WeTe '.'|IZ;_::'|.:|"|||'. if it wepe not -;_'l'i:'l:illi:l;_ that is,
criminality of the shysterian, gold-hriclk kind

The ron surprised in largeness of entry. The i, despite a
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An interested lotod A, C, A, Memhbers

hit of petty caviling, reflected several different kimds of credit on
the Bang Tsland Automohile Club. It was conceived in enthu-
glasm and managed with sustamed enefeyv. Tts projection wis a
voluntary reaching-forth for a deal of work, cribicizable, doubt-
ful, unrequitable work., And once decided upon cvery available
man in the DEREMSIEEL Automobile Club—an effective, cohereing
Lbody of men they are—gave theit all to make the event com-
pletely surcesstul.

0 the affair itself, so much interest did it excite and so widely
and exhaustively has 1t heen photoed and writien out that little
now remaing to be said. 1t 15 now generally known that April
(26) saw her finish and hke one who drowns in drink his sorcow,
she went on a high jamboree. “That historic Saturday might, nay
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ghould have heen a tender green day, a day of amethvast skies,
and of finely spun sunshine? Tiut no! No! No! The yelping hounds
of the weather gods were unleashed all day long and Eong Tss
Bl wis cloaked in grevious discomfort.  Suffice it to say that
it was a dusty, gritty, windsworn day, one lor overcoats, rubbered
things and all wanner and kind of protective
hrll::li.lili'll"l'l'l_. .|i:l.'|a'."|,|. atd abetied at |,a|._'l'ii:-l'|i1_" Cri-
cial moments by heating  and  stimulating
draits of fuidities,

There were a few major notable pictures,
the start, for instance, the mile ascent of
Boslyn Hill, the severely country crowrd at
Hempstead and, finally, the Babylon of the

AL the fool of Roslyn Hill

fimsh.,  The heart of the thing was at
Fettit’s Hotel, in the old town of Ja
matca, now legallv, bul mol otherwise
Jaart of WNew Yark |_'i'|__\'. _I':||:|:|_'ia_'4'|.. a1 Lown
of |:-|:;,11"i|'|i|}, of solid wndisturhable dig-

nitv, amnid seemingly as near the North
Pole as to the Tenderloin, The hotel itself is searcd amd scamed
with probably a hondrel  winters. It was & classic in its
day, amd many a mérry aml bibulows crowd foregathered
there to discourse oo hogs  and  hoeses, the amenitios
aof the trothing track, the awards of the country far
and much other gossip of the Dbucolie life. Even in the
earliest day of cveling, Pettit’s bad not vet lost its halo
and " a run to Pettit’s” with o teamster’s dinnes to hoot was
thing to he rolled under the tongme davs before and to be ro
hearser in the club circle ior days afterward.  Jamaica amd Pettit's
Iving only ten miles from New York, exerted amd stll exerts the
charm of a half-agricultural, halb-residential country seat.  Anil
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by-the-by, since land is not sold in Jamaica Ly the sguare inch,
the glory of Pottit’s is not the wnspeakable shoddiness endlosed
by its fonr walls, but its obvious indeed, its oaly execllence s the
great straggling yard which flanks it,

At nine in the morning those in interest had gathercd at this
place, a white and =affron-faced crowd, for the thing meant up
and away at six o'clock, a forbidding hour surely for all city, in-
deed, for all thinking men.  Besides, the morning was darkly cald,
and the wet bluster of winds ate into the heart. At that hour a
hundred machines and a thousamd people were in the hotel vared.
Car captains were busy putting on the last final touches of prepar-
ation,  Scores of helpful men were at their beck and eall.  Auto-
mobile factories seemed to have debouched their oractical mwen,
feltows of nil and grime and the horny hand, fellows, real men
who know how, each one as familiar with his machine as a Court
physician is with the constitution of hiz Kmng, These, moving
hither and thither with much physical and vocal exuberance gave
the cars thoir final grooming. It was amusing, affecting iter-
esting. ina large way. The love of the true mechanie for the inani-
mate thing made for action—a gun, a yacht, a car anid s0 on—ap-
provaches the human.

Heovering. strolling and pushing about were five score scribes
open-eved, readv-eared; also a company of camera men, a regi-
ment of officials and observers, and finally, the fringe of purpose-
lezs loiterers, the simply curious, the mob of the open-mouthed.
It was, vou may be sure, an inspiring sight, The number of ma-
chines, the many stvles, the tenseness of all concerned—all this
spoke a big word for antomobiling.  As for the competitors, their
enthuosiasm, their anxiety was simply remarkalble. They were as
men going into a battle.  These were of two classes, the private
owner of a pet car, in which he deeply believed and was most anx-
ions to show off, moch as & groom pots through the pace a blue-
blooded filly, one destined in another summer {or a Suburban, for
a Dlerbw—ihe other class, the man of trade, the man with a factory
andd & ledger, who was staling and guite willing to stalke his rep-
utation on the performance of his prodoct in the dav's run,

[tetween nine and ten o'clock the cars had all somehow heen
gotten into motion, and were well on the way to glory or dis-
gruntlement. Of the start it might be zaid that there was no uri-
formity or sequence or style. Tt was strangely non-military. spas-
modic. HRut these runs are new, complex, biggish, and time anc
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experience will mend. dnprove and perfect,  Tater, i evenle of
re officialiam I'II1”I‘|I'I1Ti1_~' anwe] pleenl ey i,

this kinad, there will he m
and, of course, less of the pictaresgue S SoelhySwas dheatart
Thromgh the courtcsy of the [RoEgPelEEe Railroad, whe pro-
vidleil a special car for the purpose, it was possible to observe the
run at two o ioteresting way points, at Roslyn Hill, twenty-two
Lesl
provided no excitement. It developed
that the risc ar
H_::--c|_-.' wis no very great shalies, whils

the 14 per cent, knob at the top of 1,

miiles oul, amd at Heimpstead, sisty onles away,  The Wl o

im the final analysis.

which promisei a strenuoms moment,
priwed to be but a fea bite and pro-

Nearing the top

vided absolutely oo ag

1Y,

tir that there was no visible competition,
the final resnlt bemgr a matter of mathe-
matics, and none knew who had won fast time prizes unel night
fall.

At Hempstead, one merely saw the proverbial ESRgSTElEmEd
village. There was the town sguare, walled in with a shambling
hiotel, an odd tavern or two, a church amd 2 sclhool, the charch,
high-spired and immaculately white, o modest house of God. Lin-
ing this square were such Tempsteadites as hed the leis
Saturday afternoon, a hnndred or twa in number, and the cars
gailed through this lane of rustic humans without any very great
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clatyuer or eclat. One after an-
other  they  guictly came nto
view, satled aroumd the torn and
passed away, The blood was not
aromsed.

At the finish, the crowd,
official and unofficial, waited [or
the real work to begin, at four
vclock, or thercabouts. Bt
hours  before  that time  they

were aroused from varioos time-

First in. Charles D, Cooke ard killing devices by the hreathless

H. Percy Maxim arrival of a car, At first 1t was
thought that a non-competitor was disporting homself; but, as
the vehicle rounded in front of the hotel, placard No. 3 appeared
on 1t ancl the crowd gave it an excited welcome. Shortly after
another car came breezng
home, the crowd elated, the ofl-
ficials askamt. In briei, the ve
hicles Degan now (o rapidly ar-
rive gmd if dawied upon  the
timers gnd _|I|_];_;'|::~ that, wnwil

1i"|_,'_"'|_'. W III."\.E:_"III""_'I a dozen en
trants  had  disregarded the
“time limnt” condition (6 hours

40 minntes for the run, & condi- A, Lo Mebartry's Packard

tinn hased oo tl vl laws) and had made a race of it
vialation of the reles of the contest had been
digested the officials stoically ignored all arrivals ungil the fixed

sx5 SO0 as t

mimioiiim time had elapsed. 18 was at once brutied about that
all cars arriving hefore the pre-
seribed time would be disgnali-
ficcd, and this was afterward offi-

cially dome, except that a car

violating the rule only ten min-
utes or less was oot cast into
outer darkmess.  The general
understamdhing  that  the “fast
would surely be diz-
quahfed weighed lightlv on the
E lonoad ]'T;l.:i'u-cq. inopeof his own make crowd and on most |_|I. the con-
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testants. The former were meerested and pleascd over what ap-
pealed to them as “sport.” while any disappontment the disquali-
fied contestants may have felt was swallowed up in the sense of
complete satisfaction that their cars kad come through in fast
time without accident, withmet development of flaw, or any weak-
ness whatsoever, and they seemed to value that far beyond official
blue-ribhonism. In certain private cases there was jov to the foll,
as, for instance, where A had beaten U on a purely speed basis,
“the contest being born of boast or claim, or of some other pei-
vate civenmstance, Thus it was a run degencrated, in part, ilo a
race, with a hall score of private wagers and comparisons up for
settlement.

5o, throughout the wasting afternoon, the cars came home,
at first proudly and with trinmph, later, dolefally halting, and still
Iater, at might-fall and long after, strapeling and disgustedly mak-
ing their way back to the finish. At night there were clinking of
glaszes, much fuid and solid replenishment and over all compli-
ment, babblement, congratulation, commizeration and explanation,
with much truth and a leaven of romance.

Such was the history of the Eongilsiand Hundred—a dayv of
bedevilment, a stremuous dove throngh dust and gravel, a g
collection of handsome and effective cars, an affair managed with
courtesy, firmness and justice, a day of import o antomohiling, a
day proving that a fairly smooth hundred-mile ron is meat and
drink to the average motor-driven car—this run decided that,
And now for more heroic contests, now for =01l more refinement,
efficiency and heauty in manufacture,
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FORENETEEDG A . ENDURANCE. TEST = ouffrmesd.
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Awards hill chimbing test. For steam vehicles, all weights
and powers, . Al Page (Locomobile) time 142 (Gasolene tha-
chines, under 1000 poounds, W, J. Stewart  { Autocar) time 2,30
Gazoletre machines between 17,000 aml 2000 ponds.  Percy Owen
(Winton) fime 1,42, Gasolene machines, over zooo pownds, and
open class.  Oliver Jones { Rochet-Schneider ) time 1009,



