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under way. The pace was even hotter
than in the qualifying heats — it was
hard to believe that this was to be a
Iif'i_‘;'-hi[i race.

As the cars roared off the grid,
Hansgen moved into the lead to set a
hl[r-;l:-t'iulg pace, and the p.tt.*L' EM'_&_{;”J to
sort out behind him. Ricardo Hnrll'[gnv;{
stayed close to Hansgen; “Slim” Kolb.
tavored to win in his very fast Elva,
took it easy in eighth spot. The lead
was exchanged a number of times as
the race progressed, Other leaders
were: Ricardo in an OSCA. Charles
Kolb in an Elva-Austin: Jim Hall in an
Elva-DKW: Pedro Rodriguez in his
scorpion-DKW : and Harry Carter, the
eventual winner in his Stanguellini.

The DRW-powered cars made a
gallant bid to repeat the success of the
Auto Union I':|{~1m'_~.' of Germany which
produced the winning car in the Jast
Vanderhilt Cup series here in 1937.

Carroll Shelby and Jim Rathman
were in the middle of the pack, run-
ning smoothly and waiting for a break
through the heavy traffic. Roger Ward,
starting twenty-first in Marty Biener's
Bandini, maintained that place in the
early stages. Unfortunately, none of
these star drivers lasted -k'E‘T‘_‘v. long.

H]l{*]h:.' went out with transmission
troubles. Ward, hit by a spinning com-
petitor in the 9th lap, was butted into
the base of the Chevron Bridge and
retired. Rathmann. given the wave,
started to pass a slower car. As he
moved in the car swung back into his
path and Rathmann shot right over the
top of it in leap-frog fashion. Phil
Forno, driving Briggs Cunningham’s
BMC, was pressing Kolb when an oil
line broke and foreed him out of the
fight. George Constantine was moving
up on the leaders in the twenty-fifth
lap when his Volpini began to develop
internal troubles, r':-qlll'r'l'n;_{ several Eu’!
.*-;tnp-.x.

Hansgen, the initial leader, went out
with a flat tire (the car was so new
they had no spare), leaving Ricardo
Rodriguez in front of the pack. He main-
tained this position for about twenty
minutes, until his OSCA also failed.
Brother Pedro led for a period, but
spark plug trouble forced him to slow
down and then pit near the end of the
race long enough for Harrv Carter.
Charles Wallace, Jerry Truitt and
Newton Davis to pass him and take the
checkered flag in that order.

Carter, who is a past national cham-

Walt Hansgen registered an gasy win with the Maser

to0 take the Rickenbacker Trophy Race, run for

C. D, E, F Modified, plus Unrestricted. Photn by
HErb Barrows

pion driver, averaged 68 mph for his

win. Only fourteen cars were still
running at the end of the 2 miles,
Pedro’s protest of Carter’s win was
turned down after a careful study of
the tape and lap charts was made by
the race officials.

This is a race which has caught the
imagination of the racing fraternity.
and perhaps next vear will see the addi
tional 50 cars, which had to be turned
down this time, in there fichting it out
tor the coveted Rickenbacker and Van-
derhilt Cups,




