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MAJOR GEORGE H. ROBERTSON TSNDERS HIS
RESIGNATION AS DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

‘ On March lst, Major George H. Robertson sent his
resignation as Director of the Department of Transportation to the
Commlseioner to Europe, Colonel Robert E. 0lds. Major Robertson's
reason for resigning was due to his realization'that he had success-
fully accomplished the enormous task of moving thousands of tons
of material to all parts of Europe and the Near East, thé keeping
in running condition of hundreds of moter driven vehicles, that
there were only cdds and ends to be taken care of in the future and
that within & short time the work of the Department would be so
amall and of so little importance that it would no“longer require
his guiding hand. He therefore felt that he had given enough of
‘his valuable time to the 4.R.C. cause and he took this step to
gsever his connections with the American Red Crosse. '

~ In accepting Maj}or Robertson's letter of resignation,
the Commissioner to Europe sent him the letter given below In
ackmovledgment of hisg valuable services.
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COMMISSIONER TO EUROPE'S LETTER TO MAJOR
, GEORGE H. ROBERTSON

AMERICAN RED CROSS
Paris, April 6th, 1921.

Mr. George H. Robertson, y
Director, Transportstion Department,
American Red Cross,

‘PARIS -

My dear Major Robertson: | L
Your: letter of March lst, tendering your resignation

on May 1lst, has just been handed to me.

My recollection iz that the contract under which you
have been serving expired some time last Pall and that you have
been staying onm since that time at considereble financial sacrifice
in order to closeé out the work before you were obliged to leave,.

I want you to0 know that personally I have the deepest appreciation -
of the servicée which you have rendered the American Red Cross
during the past two years. Your Department has made a magnificent
gshowing under mogt diffiocult and trying conditions and I feel that
you are not only to be congratulated but deserve the thanks of the
entire organization both at home and abroad. The movement of enor-
mous quan.itiss of supplies of a heterogenedus charascter by all
conceivable. means of transport to practicaslly all parts of Europe,
including thé mest remote placeées « all this done expeditiously and
without loss of goods - 1s a unique accomplishment, I accept your
resignation with profound regret. You lmow as well as I do that
all of our work is temperary amd that the job you undertook, in its



main features, has now been done. Ve apparently have no justific-
ation for assking you to stay longer and I knov that you would
probably not be doing the right thing by your family and yourself
if you continued.

Please remember that you will always have the
sincere regard and friendship of all of your associates. I trust
the knowledge of having made an exceedingly valuable contribution
to a truly grezt task of world importance will always he a source
of personal satisfaction to you,

Faithfully yours,
(signed) Robert E. 0lds

Comnissioner to Europs,
American Red Cross.

- - - - -

FAREWELL

April 30th, 1921.

To All Members of the Transportation Department:

I have tendered my resignation as Director of Trens=-
portation, American Red Cross, to become effective Mey 1, 1921,
I have taken this step with much regret, but after serious consid-
eration it seemed to me the best thing to do.

This office has always stood far a policy of fair
play, with no favoritism o1 politics, and it will never cease to
be a satisfaction to me to remenber ithat I have been at the head
of an organization which is second to none in its particular line

... of work.

I do not know hov long this siarke#ill continue, but
while it wis necessary for the Red (roets fo have a Transportation
~ opganization I am confident that each and every one of you will

’ Gﬁﬁlfhﬁé‘éﬁ”ﬁépable and efficient in whé Mutie® ss you have sho¥n
youreelves in the past.. You have rendered loyel and excellent
serviee and I want you to know that it has been appreciated.

I wish all of you everything that is good Lor.gids..
future, and I hope that your association with this Department, and
with the Red Cross, will be a source of pleasant recollection to
you, as it will be to me, in the years to come. '

(signed) George H. Robertson

Director Trensportation
Department

- ———— - - -

MAJOR  GEORGE H, ROBERTSON, CHEVALIER DE LA LEGION D'HONNEUR

Major George H. Robertson was born in New York on
November 22, 1884. His early life was spent in the environment of
Railroad operations, his father being a leading Railroad executive
of that period, but as a boy he had become deeply interested in
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the then new mesns of transportation, the automobile. Following
his natwrel inclination, in November 1902 he ontered the autom-
obile business with his father in New York City and the following
vear 1903, began hie spectacular racing career, which culminated
in his holding for three yesrs the foremost place amongst the
world's racing drivers.

In 1910 he retired from the sutomoblle racing and
the list below shovs some of his hrilliant achievements @

1907 Bestablished uvorld's track record Fmpire City track.
1908 Established vorld's 24 hour track record Brighton Beach.
t Won Fzirmont Park road race.
Won Vanderbilt Cup Race Lonnm Island -~ First American
with American car to accomplish this,
" Established world's 10 mile record Los Angeles.
1909 Won 24 hour race Brighton Besch.
" Won Fairmont Park roa2d race.
" Established world's records from 50 to 150 miles at
Atlanta.
Won Lowsll road race.
*  Defeated de Palma, track champlon, at Brighton Beach
for American track championship.
Named as American road and track champion.
1910 Established world's 5 mils at Daytona.

In 1610 Major Robertson entered business in New
York City. Being s member of the 7th Regiment, National Guard,
New York State, he was ordered in July 1916 to the Mexicam Border,
where he remained until January 1917 when he retuwrned to his busgi-
ness in New York City.

During his service in the Natlonal Guard, from 1906
until 1917, Major Robertson had been treined in Army Transportation,
specializing in Motor and Rail, and was asked by Colonel Roosevelt
to become a member of the Advisory Board on the Organization of
the division of the American Army that Colonel Rooaevelt wished to
lead to France. He assisted as a Tr-nsportstion expert in drafting
the organization of this prospogsed unit,.

In July 1917, Mejor Fobhertson wag ordered to Spart-
ansburg as Commanding Officer of the Supply Train of the 27th
Division serving in this capacity until September 1917 when he
was transferred as Major to the Air Serviece and ordered to Vash-~
ington, leaving for France in October of the same year. Upon
arrival in Fronce he was made Commanding Officer of the First Air
Service Concentration Depot, at St. Maixent. He wass then appointed
Chief of the Air Service Trensportation from which service he was
finally transferred at the time of the Armistice, as Provost
Marshal of Base Sectlons 2 and 6.

_Redormmended for promotion to Lieutenant Colonel,
Iz jor Robertson applied for demobilization in France in March 1919
to take charge of the Transportation of the American Red Cross,
assuming the duties of Director of Transportation of this organiz-
ation March 15, 1919,

: ‘ During the war and since the Armistice Major Rob-
ertson hAps received the following decorations :

Chevalier de la Legion D!'Honneur

Officier de 1'Instruction Publique

Of ficier de 1'Ordre de 1l'Etoile Noire
officier Medaille D'Honneur

Order of St. Stenislaus (by General Wrangel)
Government decoration by Latvian Goverrment



TRANSPORTATION DEPARTI.NS BINDE MAJOR ROBDRTSON
GOOD BYR AT FeRLIELL DINNER

Major Ges. T. Robertson, officially Director
of Transportntion snd uncificially our lesder, councellor and 4
friend was the guest of the Trensnortetion Depertaent at a dimner
dance given in his honor on April 30, at the Pevillon du Touring,
Bois de Boulogne. The entire Depariment was repyeserted to do
homege to our Chief before his departure end in the wind of every
one vzs the thought and hope thet this occasion vis net a farcuell
wut en expression of our wisnss for Don Véyage and fu Revoir.

The dinner was such a one as vould leave tne
King of Epicureans with notbing to be dealred. To a2tternpt to des-
cribe it would only be to do it injustice so we come to coffe tiwme
and the speeches of Av Revoir,

. Captain Vincent officisted rs tosstnaster and

he did it mighty well. Migs Naverro cang ug a very pretty gong
in FPrench well accompanied by Miss Dzlle., Then Captein Williams
swmmed up the vork of the Department, our love for our Chief end
our sorrov at his departure in the poem viven belou !

GOCD LUCK, BONND CHANGE BUT MOT GO BYh

Just to call to your attentionj

There vas once a thing worth mention

Called the Red Cross Transportation,

It was knom sround the world from coast to coast.

When the stuff accumulated

Waybills then were quickly dated,

Tariff bills were nicely rated

And the trains mere on their way; "we did not boast".

Steamers pulling at their anchors,

Camions heating up thelir mouvors,

Railwav care and even traclors

Getting all avay to lancds where need vas king

Wie were aliays in a hurry

Doing things without a worry

Vorking hard, ve were not sorry )
Up and at them; roll your sleeves up, "that's the thing" .

Thhen the chiefs felt like a joy ride,

(And the need was almost worldyide, )

For the trips along the roadside

To the distsnt battlefields of ancient France,

Cedillacs were alvways running,

Fords vere puffing and a snorting,
Gnsoline was alw-ys burninges

Then you rode you felt just in a trance.

A11 worked hard and all were happy

Trying hard to make it snappy,

Hustling round just like 2 puppy

At our jobs from morn to noon and noon to night.

One ment only to give orders,

fle knew then no other masters,

Neilther heeded other matters,

Ye settled dowm to work snd settled tight.



He was king of transportation,

Always kind in his directions,

Working hard for our affections

Gosh, it's hard to think that he's about to go.

How we 1liked to hear him say,

In his own peculiar way,

At the end of every day

"Good, old man, that was a corker, tell you so".

But, Alas, the time is nigh

For us all to say goodbye,

For the powers that are high

Think it time to salvage all our vork, by Jo.

But the friendshipsthat were formed
Thru the fortresses we stormed

GCannot easily be torned,

S0 don't feel so bad to say Au Revoir.

Yet again the same old Bunch,

I have somehow got a hunch,

Will go often out to lunch

A1l together as in days that just passed by.

%o at present let us say,

To the Major in our way,

Gogh, we won't be far away

Good luek, Bonne Chance but not Good Bye.

The Commandant de Beauvoir expressed, in his inim-
itable way, our sentiments towards the Major. Captain Dobes sang
two selections which were exceptionally well rendered. Then fol-
lowed the presentation of a gold wrist stop and time watch by
Captain Vincent. Then the Chisf of Motor Transport called on our
Bureau Heads, Port Managers, Mr. Bridgeman and many others who
expressed their sentiments each in his own way and from his ovn
point of view, simply and ful} of hesrt feeling. The gist of all
remarks was to the effeet thaty, it was dasy to do our best and 1o
do it a%}#the time for one whom we honored, respected and admired.

o Bt 0 Aftew the presentetion of L¥# wateh, Major Rob-
ertson thanked the ‘mekbers of his or"gaﬂ&‘s@? ¥on bY expres¥ing his
thanks end deep gratifidatiem forgour loyajby, untiring effort
and intelligent cooperation. ) ) LAl T a
. ' .after’s toast to the Chief, the orchestira began
to get the attention ggidh 1t justly deserved. We danced, and then
we danced some moré. #Ve refreshed ourselves with the gparkling
kind and with the bubbly kind and then we danced again. 3

4 "In the very, very small hours of the morning, ve
finished the evening which had been replete with pleasure. We may
forget. the evening and its attendant enjoyment but Major George H,
Robertson will always be remembered by us with thsat feeling of
warm friendship and respect which a resl man merits end unvariably
finds in those about him,
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LOUIS BLANCAOPERATIONS‘MOVES T0 RUE CASTAGNARY

The Louis Blanc Operation Garage is moving this

week from No. 8 rue Louis Blanc to No. 77 rue de Castzgnary.
The transfer of this unit relesses the entire
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