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Sand Special

Riding Ralph Hamlin’s
1911 Franklin Special desert racer

WORDS AMD PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID TRAVER ADOLPHUS

here are few survivors from the Gilded Age of

racing, and each one stands apart from all

other period cars, no matter what they are. The
Marmon Wasp, Great Race Thomas Flyer, "Old 16°
Locomobile, Alco Black Beast, Corbin Cannoniaall,
Packard Grey Wolf. each is inseparable from the
stories of the men who drove them and the almost
inconceivable risks and trials they endured.

Outnumbered in the Oughts and early Teens by European competitors,
they were the sharp end of the American auto industry, competing with estab-
lished makes like Mercedes, Fiat, Delage and Peugeot in order to prove that
we could take on the best from Europe, and win.
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Prior to the start of

the 1910 race, Ralph
Hamlin poses with new
navigator Clayton Carris,
“an experienced man

in desert travel,” and
factory driver who had
previously driven a 1904
Franklin Roundabout
from San Francisco to
Hew York. Hamlin said
the second-place 1910
finish was due to his
conservative driving;
others reported he “made
one jump of 60 feet clean
from a culvert to the next
high place.” Either way,
the car ran flawlessly.

For night driving, the car
was originally equipped
with a third, navigator-
operated center spotlamp.
Small-diameter exhaust
pipes are traditional
exhaist outlets, larger
from a Lower manifold
from Frankbin's auxiliary
exhaust valve at the
bottom of the cylinders.
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Even in 1910, they knew
this was something
special, and réporters
remarked on the
spectacular engine. The
hybrid D engine in an H
chassis benefits from
Franklin's improved
shrouding to cool the
engine, plus the massive
front opening to admit
extra air at high speeds.
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Small Prest-0-Lite
acetylene generator
snuggles in behind a
massive gas tank. No
water is needed for the
air-cooled engine. Rear
deck held two spare
tires in race trim, with
toolbox. It's hard to
imagine what it took
for Hamlin to crush

an identical, massive
differential. Hamlin and
Carris finally won the
race in 1912 after coming
second to the same
winning Kissel team
again im 1911,
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