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Vanderbilt Opens New Era In Auto Travel

Garden City Toll Lodge
Last Remaining Of
World's First Parkway
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in many areas of the island they
were non existant. A trip o Long
Island from Mew York City was an
adventure that ook not only many
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right way from Flushing,
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Although construction used only
horse, mule and manpower, it intro-
duced almost all of today's moad
engingering techniques.  Roadbeds
weTe Er: guard rails were used,
bridges were construcied on [

, and the most innovative pra
of all was the stee] reinforcing of
concrele for added strength to
accommodate the vehic |4"‘~ of the day.
g of the rL1.1I'|'.'|-'1 e still 1
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the Balimore Museum of A, the
American Museum of Matural His-
wy, the National Gallery, Consititu
tion Hall and the Archives Building
in !".'i,l,:-il'llrl;.'.![m.
The Toll Lodges were all similarly
built as two-story, brick and stucco
approximately 24 by 30

feet, Many had sweep-piiched, shin-
peled roofs with dormers; large cen-
tral chimneys; and shingled canopics
over the access roads, gach
had an office, a pleasant kitchen, a
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extend all the way o Riverhead but

!I'l._'l_'-il_ ke Ronkonkoma |_I"|_I|I1 i T
be obtained. Today the Long Island
bx : O Uhes and

comparcd 1o the modest 190,000 a
IS CEnlury
il the parkway

m is s,

financial sooc

cess o the desr
Island and in 1938, the ¥
Motor

Parkway was o

licoof back taxes of 580,000 and

Vanderhilt Parkway. The car woul

fare and pick up the parkway runn

RS e R

counties in tum sold the land.
jarden City Toll Lodge is the
g portion of the Vander-
hili Motor Parkway left in its original
condition. [he Last remaimng veSuge
of a dream @ young poncer had that
gave birth 10 a whole new way of
ravel. Long Island has long been
ered the “cradle of aviaton™ in
America. By preserving the Garden
City Toll Lodge it should also remind
ws that Long Island was also the
“Cradle of the Automobile™, and Wil-
liam K. Vanderbilt Jr., led the way to
make our auto industry what it is 10-
How the Toll Lodge came inio the
hands of the Garden City Chamber of
ymicree is stll another pioneenng

A motorist spprosthes the Bethpege Toll Lodge, oneol 1 1entry points to the

d emter to the left of the canopy, pay his
ing under the overpass




Vz!!ﬂge, Chamber Szgn License Agreement

Chamber [lf Commerce
Continues Pioneer Spirit

effort. After the Vanderbilt Parkway
closed in 1938, the toll taker at the
Garden City station, which was also
being used as the the Vanderbilt Park
way Corporation Headquariers
chased the building, and was 5
hiz family residence for the next 50
years, The man's name was Emst, but
unforiunately available records do not
provide more detailed information.
Mr. Emst sold the home in 1977, Ttis
one of two homes nestled on Vander-
bilt Court, just north of Stewart 3chool
on Clinton Road, and adjacent 1o Lhe
huge siorm basin behind Stewart
Field. Since then, ownership of the
Toll lodge changed many times, most
recently being owned by RHoben
Erener, President of Taylor Wamer
Real Estate in Garden City
Krener sold the Lodge in 1987,

It was at this point the Chamber of
Commerce became aware that the new

owners of the property mtended w Lear

down the Toll Lodge 1o make way for

the construction of a newer and larger

home,
Michael Stafford, a Garden City At-

wmey and resident, and a member of
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I'.mu ndbreaking ceremonles, June 6,1908 in Bethpage was attended by
hundreds of people mostly arriving by horse and carriage.

of Commerce, said that
when the ber of Commerce
heard of these plans, he and odher
members of the Chamber ap-
proachied the builder and asked of he
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show and parade, one of the major
altractions on Long Island. The
Chamiber also sponsors a Christ-
mias parade and tree lighting cere

mony, honors a “Citizen of the
Year", presents a Community
Achievement awarnd and saloles a
small business owner éach year. 1l
also publishes an annual commu

nity evenis and organization
guide. The preservation of the
Toll Lodge .was 0 become just
another contribotion the Chamber
would make o the Garden City
commumity,

Althea Robinson, Executive Di-
rector of the Chamber, said that
the Chamber had been looking for
permanent -nﬂl..-" 'ru- ¢ for many
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It ook several months of o
tiations with Village officis
property OWTeET ER0U|
with an appropriale site
historic building and to iron out
details of ownership and mainte-
nance. Finally in Movember,
1988, an acceptible site
cated when the Village
Trosbe E:
available in 'F';-l_l'k:r'ln.1 Fizld 6E at
the Southeast end of Seventh

ENsE Agrecment was signed by
Fobert L. Schoelle Jr., Village




History Preserved By Dedicated Group

Administrator and Agnes DiChi-
Chamber of

Under this agreement, the Cham-
ber would pay for the relocation of
the Toll Lodge and renovate the
house. The Chamber would then
turn over the lodge 1o the Village
and under a lease agreement,
would pay mainienance and
insurance but no rent for a wen year
period. The Chamber would use a
partion of the Lodge for their per-
manent offi and create a ¥ an- Garden City Chamber of Commere DiMiclals break pround at the new site for
derbilt Motor Parkway museum | he Vanderbilt Parkway Toll Lodge on 7th Street. L toR are Richard Hamber,
open o the public in the main Althea Robinson, Paul Fitzpatrick, Michsel Stafford, Harvey Brillat, Jim
labby. Costello, John Morrison, Douplas Kurr, and Chamber Preskdent Agnes
'T‘h|_'; Chamber of Commence DiChiara. (photlo by Dave Allison)

immediately put together a started a major appeal for funds by  rison, village resident and honorary
commiiiee 0 coordinate this sponsonng avillage wide mailingio  Chamber member, has also been
mammaoth propect hopang o have resi and M an Coumnily bugi-  pracking down memorbilia concermn-
the Lad gved and renovaledby nesses, ng the Parkway. Morrison has been
Easier, 1¢ Under the chairmmdn- Douglas Wilke was chosen as the  the coordinator of the Chambers
shipof Michael Sufford, and guid-  architectengincer in charge of the  Easier antique car show and parade

ance of Chamber President, Agnes  relocaton, having experience in for many years,
DiChiara, top community and moving historical buildings. Wilke The overwhelming enthusiasm
business leaders of Garden City was itect hired 10 move the  shown today by Village officials,
volunteered to make a success of ewart howse in July 1988 residents, and A business leaders is 1es-
this project.  Douoglas Kurz, of en City Histonical Soci-  timony o the vision that 'William K.
Coopers and Lybrand and past e _' MNicholas Brothers were also  Vanderbilt had nearly 85 years ago.
I""'-"'ﬂ*-m of the Chamber, was put  chosentohandle o physicalmoveol To Vanderbill, blessed with great
ng, coming x L wealth, the parkway was (0 a great
S1vE ProgETarm Lo A PeFLAON of the Tall Lr-u:l o lent selfl sery II1]!;, bt none the eeg
raise the 3225000 nee [ - gffort is L;L-n.. ]."I:I-J behind the  was conceived brilliandy, paving the
pleie the proj 5 COmmIties ed, ' way 1 a whole new world of travel.
inclodes representatives from  lage ¥, 3 wrdinated by  The moving and preservation of the
ncarly every major financial insti-  Ronnic Renkin, ential Cham-  Toll Lodge will always serve as a
T8 ing busincss in Garden . ember. Sevl TL.1: bocnbusy  reminder of this peniod m aulomotive
City including Richard Hamber, co } history and through the effonis of the
Morth Fork Bank and Trust; James  tonical data on the ". anderbilt F’.1.r1- Crarden City Chamber of Commerce
Costello, Kidder Peabody: Paul way as well a2 the Toll Lodge, in- il b e in the center of one of
Fitzpatrick, Memll Lynch; Donald  cluding wisits t0 Heary Auostin ¢ finest commpnities on Long Is
1 Morman, Pepitone In-  Clarke, renowned antique car baflf  land for all 10 enjoy
Larmry C., Yarang, LCY and historian. Clarkes library -

Marketing; and Arthur Thompson, ¢ .:irul license ]-"|Hf"' used This article was co-authored by
NaLi_-;':nu;] "-'n"l:'ial_l'r-in:izl.':r Bank. ) gimal David W, Allison Jr., & resident of

{ ; u.m‘r.u?'-llc and hun- | Ganden City, and Dennls Egan,

- : rur-h-1 Seyfried be- Treasurer of the Bayside Historical
local l"anb._ pledged shon term ic & museum o be exablis h...t Sockely with contributions credited

building loans 1o the Chamber and to Vincent Seyfried and the (ueens
L 5 : Historical Society. [t was published
by the Bayside Times Publishing

Corp. with all rights neserved.
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donation. The collectionof r-1rlw. ay memarbilia in




WE INVITE YOU
TO PARTICIPATE

INDIVIDUALS, ORGANIZATIONS AND BUSINESSES MAY
CONTRIBUTE TO THIS PROJECT IN SEVERAL WAYS

S100 and up - Asan acknowledgement of support, contributors will receive, from the Garden
City Chamber of Commerce, a frameable replica of the original siock certificaiz ussed by
W.E. Vanderbilt in the formation of the Long Island Maoror Parkway Corporation in 1906 and
mutially received by such notables as the Guggenheim's and the Rockefellers,

$1,000 - Patrons of the Toll Lodge - Permanent public listing of all Patrons 1o be displayed
in Toll Room (open o the public).

$£5,000 - Toll Lodge Backers - Silver Plague of all Donors will be displayed in the Toll
Room,

$10,000 - Toll Lodge Founders - Eight Sponsorships. Plague 1o be placed noting Founders
ower entry o cach mom as well as gold plague of all Founders to be displayed in Toll Room,

Todl Room (Museum) Bank of Mew York

Kitchen

Living Room

Toll Lodge Canopy

South Foom

Morth Room

Mesting Room Kiwanis

Landscaping Available

For furiher information call the Chamber of Commerce ol 516-746-T724
Send Your Contribution to: (sarden City Chamber of Commerce
9353 Franklin Avenue
Garden City, N.Y. 11530
MAME:

ADDRESS:;

PHONE NUMBER:




